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NARW IN THE GULF OF ST. LAWRENCE

Source: Stokstad 2017 - Science
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2017 MORTALITY
o 12 dead NARW in the Gulf (6 necropsies)

o 1 chronic entanglement in fishing gear
o 4 blunt trauma
o 1 unknown

o 5 live entangled whales 
o 4 in snow crab gear
o 1 unknown

Source: NOAA



WHAT WAS DONE

o Increased surveillance

o Speed reduction zones

o Fishing closures

o Meetings

o Meetings

o Meetings

o Meetings…



A TWO STEP PROCESS
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OVERVIEW OF SNOW CRAB FISHERY

o Approx. 500 licences

o Approx. 30,000 pots

o Average rope length: 75 ftms

o Average fishing depth: 40 ftms

o Average vessel length: <65 feet

o Average fish hold capacity: 30,000 lbs

o Average fishing trip: 48 hours

o Season: April - June
Source: Fisheries and Oceans Canada



1. MANAGEMENT

o Static closure (yellow)

o Dynamic closure (red)
o One whale closes the zone
o 15 days
o 48h to remove the traps

o Mandatory reporting of NARW on 
fishing grounds

Source: Fisheries and Oceans Canada



TECHNOLOGY
FISHERS FOR WHALES PROJECT

#7: Flume tank testing

#7: Sea trials

#7: RopeLess buoy –
fishermen training

#8: Smart snow crab trap –
sea trials

#9: Electronic monitoring 
packages

#10: Hydrophones on traps#11: Rope ID marking

#12: Recovery
grapple

#2: whale ID handout



KNOWLEDGE
o For management as well as technology, fishermen have a great 
deal of knowledge that would be taken into account

o RISK assessment should include socio-economic aspects

“Fishermen are the experts of our industry; I think it’s time we 
have a voice”

“As fishermen we are biologists, ecologists; we just don’t record 
the data the same way”
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THERE ARE NO BAD GUYS
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INSPIRATION
o Collaboration, concertation, together, coexisting.

o Examples where it works:

”With fishermen-generated ideas, we design 
tools that assist the fleet in mentoring other 
fishermen and improving fishing practices.”

“Cooperative ecosystem 
management is the best way 
to foster joint gains in 
environmental protection and 
economic growth over the 
long term.”

“Save the oceans and feed 
the world”

“Fishermen don’t want bycatch. It 
breaks our gear and it’s expensive. 
So, we like to avoid it.”



COLLABORATION – FOR THE SURVIVAL OF ALL



COMMUNICATING WHALE SCIENCE & 
SUSTAINABLE FISHERIES

#FishersHelpingWhales

#CoexistingInTheGulf

#WhalesAndFishersTogether

#TogetherForASustainableGulf
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