
2025 Whale naming results
Thanks to everyone who participated!

All photos from the NARW catalog. Please do not share any part of this document without permission 
from the contributor or New England Aquarium

Final Name Catalog # Sex Age Final Name Catalog # Sex Age

Hedgehog 1307 M >51 Kodama 3960 M 16

Cirrus 1419 M >41 Dandelion 4120 F 14

Pencil 1706 F 38 Piste 4145 M 14

Camel 2520 F >31 Gator 4192 M >15

Lasagna 3550 M 20 Tenuto 4353 M 12

Bermuda 3780 F >18 Cavatappi 4540 F 12

Scorpion 3892 M 17 Mirror 4617 F 9

Taffy 3903 F 16 Brussels Sprouts 5191 M 4

Spectre 3915 F 16 Athena 5312 F 2

Scroll down to see naming reasons and photos.

#5217 voted to remain nameless



#1307: Hedgehog

• The bonnet looks 
like a top-down view 
of a hedgehog with 
its nose facing the 
islands.

Northeast Fisheries Science Center, NOAA Permit #17355



#1419: Cirrus

• Scar on dorsal fluke 
resembles wispy 
cirrus clouds. Also 
relates to the 
prominent white 
chin wrapping.

Center for Coastal Studies, NOAA permit #25740-01

NEA/CWI, DFO Canada SARA permit



#1706: Pencil

• The scar in front of 
the rostrum that 
looks like a pencil 
mustache, and the 
coaming which is 
long and pointy.

Center for Coastal Studies, NOAA permit #25740-01

*Multiple nominations



#2520: Camel

• For spine deformity 
that resembles a 
‘hump’ on the lower 
back. Callosity also 
has lots of ‘bumps’.

*Multiple nominations

Northeast Fisheries Science Center, NOAA Permit #17355

Center for Coastal Studies, NOAA permit #19315-01



#3550: Lasagna

• Wavy fluke blades 
that looks like a 
lasagna noodle.

*Multiple nominations

New England Aquarium/Canadian Whale Institute, DFO Canada SARA permit



#3780: Bermuda

• The 3 islands make a 
triangle and the 
darker island 
sometimes 
disappears - 
reminiscent of the 
mysterious Bermuda 
Triangle.

*Multiple nominations

Center for Coastal Studies, NOAA permit #19315-01



#3892: Scorpion

• Bonnet shape looks 
like a scorpion with 
its tail raised

*Multiple nominations

Canadian Whale Institute, DFO Canada SARA permit



#3903: Taffy

• Island callosity looks 
like it's being 
stretched from the 
bonnet callosity like 
taffy

CCS

*Multiple nominations

Northeast Fisheries Science Center, NOAA Permit #21371



#3915: Spectre

• Scar on back 
resembles a ghostly 
apparition, and its 
mother is named 
Ghost (#1515).

*Multiple nominations

Northeast Fisheries Science Center, NOAA Permit #27066



#3960: Kodama

• Bonnet and islands 
look like Kodama, 
from the film Princess 
Mononoke. Kodama 
are tree spirits from 
Japanese folklore.

Northeast Fisheries Science Center, NOAA Permit #17355



#4120: Dandelion

• The five clumped 
islands with two 
drifting away look like 
the dandelion seeds 
blowing in the wind.

*Multiple nominations

Center for Coastal Studies, NOAA permit #19315-01



#4145: Piste

• French word for ski 
slope, in reference to 
mom (Slalom - #1245) 
and its big lips, like 
snowy trails.

Pronunciation: pi:st

Northeast Fisheries Science Center, NOAA Permit #27066



#4192: Gator

• The head has 
similarities to an 
alligator: the tooth 
decay (bald areas) in 
the front of the 
bonnet is like the 
nostrils and the 
islands are like the 
eyes.

*Multiple nominations

Northeast Fisheries Science Center, NOAA Permit #17355



#4353: Tenuto

• In musical notation, a 
horizontal bar above or 
below a note, called a 
tenuto, directing 
performer to hold the 
note. This is reference 
to the scar across its 
head, and its mother’s 
musical name, Arpeggio 
(#2753).

*Multiple nominations

Northeast Fisheries Science Center, NOAA Permit #27066



#4540: Cavatappi

• The overall callosity 
looks like the 
corkscrew shaped 
cavatappi pasta

Clearwater Marine Aquarium Research Institute, NOAA permit #26919



#4617: Mirror

• Callosity pattern and 
lip callosities are all 
very symmetrical, 
like a mirror-image.

*Multiple nominations

Northeast Fisheries Science Center, NOAA Permit #17355



#5191: Brussels Sprouts

• The several bunched 
peninsulas look like 
a stalk of brussels 
sprouts

Center for Coastal Studies, NOAA permit #25740-02



#5312: Athena

• Named for the 
Greek Goddess of 
War, due to her 
entanglement scars 
and her mother 
being named War 
(#1812).

Center for Coastal Studies, NOAA permit #25740-02
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