Student Representative

Sabine Angier, University of Rhode Island

Sabine Angier is a second year PhD student with Tatiana Rynearson at the University of Rhode
Island Graduate School of Oceanography. Before graduate school she was a plant molecular
genetics technician in the Thines lab at the University of Puget Sound in Tacoma, WA. In the
Rynearson lab, and in collaboration with NOAA, she is currently working to better understand
the feeding ecology of North Atlantic Right Whales (NARWSs) using 18S metabarcoding of
NARW scat, and combining eDNA and dPCR to quantify the abundance of NARW food sources
in seawater samples.

Kate Behrens, University of Maine

Kate Behrens is a PhD student in the Ecology and Environmental Sciences program at the
University of Maine. She brings an interdisciplinary background in social work, field response,
conservation practice, and fisheries to her interest in building collaboration among parties in
conflict. She began her career as a social worker in Michigan, building trust and navigating
complex systems with individuals and families in high stakes situations. She later worked in
Hawai'i with a conservation nonprofit conducting field response, rescue, and outreach for
endangered Hawaiian monk seals and other protected species. She noticed that her
background in human behavior was particularly useful in navigating the similarly challenging
and complex dynamics of wildlife conservation. Kate went on to work in Washington, D.C.
gaining experience in the legal and policy frameworks governing protected species. She
currently resides in coastal Maine and works with fishing communities. Her research bridges her
background and is focused on relationship-building and repair between and among parties
through the case study of North Atlantic right whale entanglements in lobster fishing gear. She
holds a BS in Psychology and an MSW from Grand Valley State University, with additional
training in conservation conflict transformation and mediation.

Orla O’Brien, Anderson Cabot Center for Ocean Live at the New England Aquarium

Orla O’Brien is a Research Scientist at the Anderson Cabot Center for Ocean Life at the New
England Aquarium, in the EcoMAP program. She manages the aerial survey team, which
conducts aerial surveys for right whales and other large whales and marine megafauna in New
England Waters. Specific survey areas include the southern New England wind energy areas,
the Northeast Canyons and Seamounts Marine National Monument, and the offshore Gulf of
Maine. Her PhD work will focus on field and analytical aerial survey methodologies, specifically
analyzing difference in detection probability at different aerial survey altitudes, assessing the
effectiveness of digital aerial surveys for an array of marine animals, and exploring the utility of
mark-recapture and spatial mark-recapture methods for analyzing right whale numbers from
standardized broadscale aerial surveys compared to line-transect methods. Her expected date
of graduation is 2028.

Sara Tennant, Syracuse University



Throughout her professional career, she has made the North Atlantic right whale the driving
focus of her research. She worked for two years with the Northeast Fisheries Science Center’s
Passive Acoustic research group studying baleen whale occurrence off the US East Coast,
emphasizing NARW seasonal and diel variation in several publications. She then returned to
academia at Syracuse University to continue studying NARW acoustics, framing her PhD thesis
on how to better integrate the biology and behavior of NARWSs into passive acoustic monitoring.
As she has grown more involved with the Consortium and the people who keep it alive and
thriving, she has continued to grow in her passion for the research, management, and
conservation of the species.



